





The first thing that strikes you about 
CRT U RCE UCM CE Cy mT tL she is. 
In fact it’s difficult to imagine this tiny, 
TT Me CMe area iM 
Cynthia of Sex, Lies and Videotape, all 
calf-length leather boots and skimpy 
black dress. In real life she wears 
TC Rr Me cod Te) 
eB eC a beguiling, almost 
pixie-ish look. It’s only when she begins 
CR aa mC AT 
CMe Mec 

EE MM Cem ee 
CC Ct Mme yd a 
first subject under discussion when we 
me recently was Quigley Down Under, 
MM mC 
Video label. 
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Ca Mer ime ee Mee eee Cm) 
very tall Tom Selleck, who plays an 
1860s Ut etl 
Aussie outback and feuding with evil 
rancher Alan Rickman. It’s a rough, 
CMa litte mei tsys) Meta cta mT 


the old style, and San Giacomo has the 


ume AM Ma ii ce 
MCMC Cee te ET EC 
PU tee Cumin irl 
TG Cem CC MUU el ae 
surely test any actress. | 

Most of the film was shot in a 
spectacular location about an hour and 
a half from Alice Springs, where the 


aa Mme ce 


everything (including the air- 
conditioning systems). "It was quite an 
ee eC eae Re a te 


“walking around in that heat wearing 
Ce eee Met ey -) Oe ee) eee 
UM Mae) ei eM east 
the film | thought, 'Wow, a chance to 
a ime y tel t-Momete st eae am cit] ay 
before I realised that | would be 
wearing frilly costumes, clambering up 
Se CMe Cle Cae Be 
hip with gunfire, horses, dingos and so 
on..." 

All this seems a very long way from 
Baton Rouge, New Orleans, which was 
CCC mee mee ee 
Sex, Lies and Videotape (Virgin Video).. 
it was this ‘little’ film - shot for less 
than a million dollars - that kicked her 
acting career into gear. Dealing with the 
eM Cite me acct ZT) 1) (3) 
couple, her sister and an old college 
friend, the movie was a colossal 
success that thrust everyone involved 
Tm UCM lira es 

ST Tat Mn a-ha Me yo Mn ee haa 
physical nudity in the EE Instead, 
director Steven Soderbergh’s script 
CM etl Cae MU gt Mlle 
ty mtd lire] Mec) SCM NTBTC (ite ahd 


p describes the plot as "the simple 


NPS rel Mem remy ac) 
four people. We spent five weeks 
talking about nothing but sexuality. It 
got so intense that I would dread it 
when Steve would ask for the set to be 
cleared (which he did for all the 
emotionally intimate scenes). I was 
always calling my friends in New York 
me ame mes Cth Mem am ice (c) 
bills were very high!" ae 
Repeated viewings of the film have 
brought some kind of objective 
distance, and made it seem even more 
pertinent to Laura’s own situation. "I 
find I get lost in the story. And it scares 
Te er rr Ce 
SME MA A) sh a Ce) 
affects many people that way. People | 
CC LUC eC heme em 
aC meee MMe CMe imme 
they see little parts of themselves in 
eC Mm ite i tle [ Co) ae : 
The oldest of three children, Laura was 
TT rear CO 
an acting career. She studied her trade 
at the respected Carnegis Melon 
eae Mm CM yetet 11] 
appearing in regional’ theatre 
productions such as Romeo and Juliet, 
As You Like It and The Tempest. 

eT CMe Cae) re eae eT 
Videotape, Laura was just another 
struggling actress who took jobs 
Em mC MM mel Mts 
CAM ar relat eet) aes eT 
TCT a Comer lr reife e 
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aT ae eae Cees aay ae ee We 
she chuckles. "But that doesn’t really 
come close, does it? My friends say 
that I’m in a different league now. But 
I’m still me. My apartment in New York 
is still the same." 

More movie offers quickly came her 
way. The first that appealed to her was 
a soapy hospital drama called Vital 
rem a CC My EEL) 
the working wife of a third-year medical 
student. It was fairly mediocre, but she 
got eT MO) ML eM CML 
to be just a few weeks work stretched 
A Cem CML ae 
high profile part as a waif-like, druggy 
prostitute in the monster hit, Pretty 
Woman. 

"It was fun working with Julia Roberts" 
she says. "But I really didn’t have 
that much to do. It was Julia’s film 
TU ae ee ed 
PM Ml ae 
Tom Selleck’s film. Well, that can be 
ee A ae 
wage packet of $4 million, while she 
pocketed a meagre $300,000 - still 
not a bad take-home for a gal who 
was waiting tables a year or so 
re Cb 

"Let’s face it" says Laura, "Quigley 
is the kind of movie which really 
doesn’t need any women in it at all. 
It’s a big action adventure aimed at 
PM UG MU CRC emg 
having said that, my character is 
tougher than a lot of the men in the 
cast. | get to punch and shoot 
people PY Meech ae Uh | 
very unladylike fashion. I really 
loved doing all that stuff." 

After completing Quigley she came 
to England to make Under 
Suspicion, a rather good, old 
fashioned crime thriller set in 
Brighton in the 1950s. Her co-star is 
another tall guy, Irish actor Liam 
Neeson. He plays a down-at-heel 
private eye and she plays a 
GU MCU CLUE 
or may not have done in her 
husband and may or may not be 
trying to frame poor old Liam for the 
crime. She seems to_ have 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
of working in England. "People are 
so well-mannered here," she 
chuckles. "The weather was terrible, 
Ay me ee Me MT Mo 
sunny day in all the time we were 
shooting. I'd eta Ae CMe OM Ly 
back here and do something else - 
preferably indoors...." 

Next on her agenda is a Los 


Angeles-based movie called Once 
Around, made by My Life as a Dog 
etn Cm eee 

Laura’s companion as she travels the 
Mr) ae oe eee 
Cannes - to remind her of how it all 
nye ee MC hm 
ST LA LL ML eo 
Pom RE ECLA MN act eS 
eC em ARC MO a ee td 
that I’m going from hedonistic Cynthia 
to a down-to-earth waitress, to a 
remem CL Cora, 
who is also crazed in another sort of 
way. They’re all very different and yet 


they have the same string that goes 


TS MU UR ee 
Tmt Ct isa 
etme 


COMPETITION 


ey Cee me 
Cm) 


MAU cme aE NE 
host to this great action adventure 
which will really appeal to both 
Selleck and San Giacomo fans alike. 
With plenty of thrills and spills and a 
screenplay that moves along at a 
ee ie Mme 
any film lovers collection. We have 
ae Cee ae 
could stand a chance of winning one 
providing you tell us who starred as 
Laura's sister in Sex, Lies and 
Wire Me Ut em CCR 
Comp., Video World Magazine, The 
Northern and Shell Building, PO Box 
381, Millharbour, London E14 9TW. 
The shutter closes on November 20th. 





